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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 14889 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUB J : PRESS FREEDOM STRUGGLE COMMITTEE DEMONSTRATION EFFORT FIZZLES 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE SENT ACTION SAIGON NOV 29 FROM DANANG 
REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO. 

QUOTE: 

DANANG 0658 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUB J : PRESS FREEDOM STRUGGLE COMMITTEE DEMONSTRATION EFFORT FIZZLES 

1. THE CENTRAL VIET NAM STRUGGLE COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS ATTEMPTED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO ORGANIZE PROTEST ACTIVITIES IN 
DANANG ON NOV 28 TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR THE SAIGON EDITORS WHOSE 
TRIAL WAS SCHEDULED FOR 

THAT DAY. RUMORS CIRCULATED THE AFTERNOON 
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OF NOV 27 THAT THE COMMITTEE WOULD ORGANIZE A "NIGHT WITHOUT SLEEP" 
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AT A LOCAL PAGODA AND FOLLOW THIS EFFORT UP ON THE 28TH WITH A 
DEMONSTRATION IN DOWNTOWN DANANG. THE "NIGHT WITHOUT SLEEP" WAS 
CANCELLED WHEN ONLY TEN PEOPLE APPEARED AT THE PAGODA. THE DEMON- 
STRATION ATTEMPT LIKEWISE FAILED. POLICE WERE OUT IN FORCE AT 
THE RUMORED DEMONSTRATION SITES, INCLUDING THREE MARKET AREAS AND THE 
OFFICE OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEFUNCT SONG THAN NEWSPAPER. 

AT NO TIME DID THE EFFORTS OF THE ORGANIZERS ATTRACT MORE THAN 
15 TO 20 CASUAL ONLOOKERS. THERE WERE NO CLASHES REPORTED BETWEEN 
POLICE AND WOULD-BE DEMONSTRATORS. THE SITES OF POSSIBLE GATHERINGS 
WERE CLEARED AND QUIET BY 11:30 A.M. 

2. IN THE MORNING OF NOV 28 ONE JEEP BEARING BANNERS DEMANDING 
PRESS FREEDOM AND CARRYING APPROXIMATELY TEN SUPPORTERS OF THE 
PRESS STRUGGLE COMMITTEE VISITED THREE MARKET PLACES IN DANANG 
AND MADE A BRIEF APPEAL FOR PRESS FREEDOM. THEY ATTRACTED LITTLE, 

OTHER THAN POLICE, ATTENTION. AT THE SONG THAN OFFICE. THE NEWS- 
PAPER'S DANANG REPRESENTATIVE, LE DUC VAN, SPOKE A FEW SENTENCES 
WITH THE AID OF A MICROPHONE TO PASSERSBY, WHO WERE KEPT AT A DIST 
ANCE BY POLICE. VAN CALLED ON THE PEOPLE TO SUPPORT THE PRESS 
FREEDOM STRUGGLE AND URGE THE GVN TO MAKE GENUINE CHANGES IN THE 
PRESS LAW. THE COMMITTEE DISTRIBUTED A "LETTER OF PROTEST" (COPY 
BEING POUCHED) WRITTEN BY FORMER SENATOR BUI VAN GIAI, COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN. THE LETTER CLAIMED THAT THE PROSECUTION OF DAI DAN TOC, 

SONG THAN AND DIEN TIN NEWSPAPERS AND THE "DECEPTIVE AMENDMENT OF 
DECREE LAW 007" SHOW A "LACK OF GOODWILL" ON THE PART OF THE GVN. 

THE LETTER PROTESTS THE "OBSTINATE ATTITUDE" OF THE AUTHORITIES AND 
DEMANDS THE ABOLITION OF THE "UNDEMOCRATIC AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
DECREE LAW 007, AND ITS AMENDMENT" AND REQUESTS THE PROMULGATION 
OF A "MORE REASONABLE AND PROGRESSIVE LAW" SOON. 

3. COMMENT: THE CENTRAL VIET NAM STRUGGLE COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM 
OF THE PRESS, AS THIS ABORTED EFFORT DEMONSTRATES, HAS A VERY LIMITED 
ALMOST NON-EXISTENT, FOLLOWING AT THIS TIME. THERE ARE VERY 

FEW JOURNALISTS ON THE COMMITTEE, WHICH HAS ATTRACTED AS ITS CHAIRMAN 
THE POLITICALLY AMBITIOUS CATHOLIC POLITICIAN FORMER SENATOR GIAI 
AND NGUYEN DINH HOE, THE YOUNG CITY COUNCILOR WHO HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN 
GENERATING VETERANS' AGITATION AGAINST ADDA HIRING PRACTICES. THE 
COMMITTEE APPEARS TO HAVE MADE ONLY A TOKEN EFFORT TO ORGANIZE 
A DEMONSTRATION. THE LEADING AN QUANG MONK IN DANANG, FOR 
EXAMPLE, TOLD A CONGEN LOCAL EMPLOYEE ON THE 27TH THAT HE HAD NOT 
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BEEN APPROACHED ABOUT DEMONSTRATIONS. THE EFFORT DID SERVE TO 
PUT IN CIRCULATION, ANOTHER PIECE OF PAPER - THE "LETTER 
OF PROTEST" - WHICH ASSOCIATES SENATOR GIAI WITH A CURRENT 
POLITICAL ISSUE. END COMMENT. SIGNED FRANCIS 
UNQUOTE. 

MARTIN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, THE PRESS, JOURNALISTS, TRIALS, INFORMATION CONTROL 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 NOV 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SAIGON14889 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740348-0087 
From: SAIGON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 9741 1 1/aaaaaags. tel 

Line Count: 113 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 MAY 2002 by cunninfx>; APPROVED <17 MAR 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS FREEDOM STRUGGLE COMMITTEE DEMONSTRATION EFFORT FIZZLES FOLLOWING MESSAGE SENT ACTION SAIGON 

NOV 29 FROM DANANG 

TAGS: PINT, VS 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



